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LOUISVILLE CONFERENCE 



de Maupassant, Jack London, a deck of 
playing cards, a little pocket Bible such 
as the Y. M. C. A. furnishes the soldiers 
of the king, and Catholic translations of 
the Bible, prayer books, catechisms, medi- 
tations and guides for a holy life even 
amidst the temptations of the army. 
There were also song books, and a group 
of conversation manuals for those who 
do not speak French or German. Y. M. 
C. A. posters made from charcoal draw- 
ings and showing various scenes in camp 
and trench were a part of this exhibit. A 
detail of Boy Scouts was on hand at all 
hours to prevent the souvenir craze from 
depleting the unusual collection. 

A number of commercial exhibits were 
shown on the tenth floor of the Hotel Seel- 
bach. Gaylord Brothers brought to this 



exhibit their new publicity aids and their 
new work table for holding books for 
labeling purposes. Borden Bookstack Co. 
displayed a section of the new cantilever 
construction stack, illustrating an upper 
story of one and the lower story of an- 
other and their constructive relationship. 
Albert Bonnier displayed a new list of 
literature and titles of translations from 
the Scandinavian, and some pieces of 
Scandinavian art. John R. Anderson sup- 
plemented the Model Business Library 
with a large collection of timely business 
books, and McDevitt-Wilson brought an 
interesting little library of business litera- 
ture. The Library Bureau exhibited a 
number of their library products and the 
H. W. Wilson Co. showed their full line 
of library aids. 



POST-CONFERENCE TRAVEL 

(Reprinted from Library Journal, August, 1917.) 



Owing doubtless to war conditions, the 
number registered for the proposed post- 
conference trip across the Alleghanies and 
down the James river was so small that 
no official trip was arranged, with the 
exception of that to the Mammoth Cave. 
This proved to be, in the estimation of 
the excursionists, one of the most satis- 
factory outings the association has had, 
altho made under difficult conditions, the 
hotel at the Mammoth Cave having been 
burned last season. As a consequence, the 
one hundred and thirty people who left 
Louisville Wednesday were variously 
homed in tents and minor buildings, two 
in a bed and five beds in a tent, with the 
additional joy of going to the "office" for 
water for ablutions in the morning. The 
party was divided into three squads of 
about forty each and made two excursions 
into the cave, taking trip number two, 
which was about three miles, Wednesday 
evening, and trip number one, which was 
about five miles, in the morning on Thurs- 
day, in time to start back about noon and 



reach Louisville for the afternoon train. 
There were no mishaps and no grumbling, 
and the party felt abundanly rewarded for 
any hardships by the sight of the wonder- 
ful phenomena, being quite content to 
refrain from exploring the one hundred 
and five miles which have been mapped. 
The costumes were effective if not becom- 
ing, and the regulation jests of the guides 
were appreciated. The party brought back 
one new by-word "Huddle-up," which pre- 
ceded the call for silence, as the guide 
was about to make an announcement or 
get off a joke. So "huddle-up" will 
doubtless become a feature of A. L. A. 
language hereafter. 

During the conference, a number visited 
Lexington by train, and a few Frankfort, 
the capital of Kentucky, situated by com- 
promise between Louisville and Lexington, 
between which cities the rivalry for the 
capital has been an occasion for heart 
burning. The few who visited Frankfort 
Wednesday afternoon after the close of 
the conference were personally received 
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by Frank K. Kavanaugh at the Capitol, 
first occupied in 1910, in which the whole 
rear portion is given over to the state 
library from basement to attic. The state 
archives we understood to be stored on 
this upper floor, but it is hoped they may 
be made more accessible later. Governor 
Stanley received his visitors most affably 
and was induced to tell the story of his 
remarkable achievement at Murray last 
January, where he went unarmed and 
without troops to stay a lynching. . . . 
The small delegation which visited Lex- 
ington on Thursday morning were most 
hospitably received by Denny B. Goode, 
secretary of the local Board of Commerce, 
who personally conducted them about the 
bustling and enterprising little city, whose 
well-paved streets and air of thrift were 
most appreciated. The Hotel Phoenix 
there proved surprisingly excellent, and 
thence the visitors were taken to the court- 
house with the statues near by of famous 
Southerners; to the delightful Public Li- 
brary, with the park playground adjoining 
at the rear; to the Transylvania College, 
with which Henry Clay was associated; to 
one of the trotting farms and the historic 
trotting track of the Kentucky Racing 
Association; to the warehouses for the 



storage of loose leaf tobacco, of which 
Lexington exports $7,000,000 worth a year; 
thence to the Colleges of Agriculture and 
Engineering and other buildings. The 
visitors were equally delighted with the 
city and its homes and surroundings, and 
with the hospitality offered them, and 
chiefly regret that no more of the A. L. A. 
members could enjoy this happy experi- 
ence. 

Some fourteen or fifteen made a stop- 
over, though by different trains at the 
Greenbrier, in White Sulphur Springs, on 
the Chesapeake & Ohio main line, and en- 
joyed the spacious and delightful hostelry, 
the motor ride over the divide of the Alle- 
ghanies from West Virginia into Virginia, 
and the park and golf links, which are an 
adjunct to the hotel. Mr. Faxon was one 
of this party and it was unanimously voted, 
that as the Greenbrier and its adjunct the 
old White Hotel could accommodate at 
least 1,000 persons with numerous spacious 
meeting rooms, the A. L. A. should some 
day arrange for its conference 2,000 feet 
up in this heart of the Virginia Allegha- 
nies. From this point, the remainder of 
the conference dispersed to their respec- 
tive homes. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The past year has been a busy but un- 
eventful one at the executive office. The 
usual routine work has been performed 
and its accomplishment calls for no detailed 
recital. The work grows in bulk with the 
years; we are busier each year than the 
year before. This however is proper and 
we should be sorry to report conditions 
otherwise. 

Chicago Headquarters — The association 
continues to be the recipient of the gen- 
erosity of the board of directors and libra- 
rian of the Chicago Public Library. For 
another twelve months we have been pro- 



vided with commodious, comfortable and 
altogether adequate quarters in the main 
library building, and as the years increase 
in which we report this truly magnanimous 
treatment the appreciation of all members 
of the Association must increase in pro- 
portion. 

Membership— When the 1916 Handbook 
went to press there were 3,188 members of 
the Association. Since then there have 
been additions as follows: New personal 
members, 150; former personal members 
rejoining, 24; new institutional members, 
37; former institutional members rejoin- 
ing, 3; total, 214 (as against 152 for same 



